SHARING PERSPECTIVES

Nikolova, Kalinov & Partners

Nikolova, Kalinov & Partners is Bulgarian Law Firm based in Sofia.
Not too big, not quite small - our aim is to maintain personal approach towards business
and people behind it, while rendering qualified legal services to decisive entrepreneurs
and dynamic companies, needing energetic, experienced and cost-efficient advice and
assistance.
We keep our main focus on supporting investment initiatives, corporate and
commercial transactions, real estate and construction projects, intellectual property
portfolios, healthcare regulatory compliance, consumer protection, litigation and
alternative dispute resolution.
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PRACTISE AREAS

A good part of our core work is focused on IP law and its importance for today’s
business. Our team is taking part in the enforcement and protection in Bulgaria of some
of the most valuable trademarks worldwide. Therefore, we would be delighted to share
our wide-scope experience in:
Registration of trademarks, geographical indications, designs and patents at
the Patent Office of the Republic of Bulgaria, the World Intellectual Property
Organization and the European Union Intellectual Property Office with respect to
national, international and EU trade marks

Protection and Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights

Representation before the Bulgarian Patent Office and the European Union
Intellectual Property Office

Copyright issues, incl. software copyright cases

Franchising and licensing
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IP due diligence to our clients’ business
Our long-lasting association with partner offices and networks covering the emerging
economies in Eastern Europe, helps us providing advice and services going far beyond
the boundaries of our own jurisdiction.


Intellectual Property Law

Nikolova, Kalinov & Partners is a leading Law Firm in the field of Real Estate Services
provided to Foreign and Bulgarian private & corporate investors such as:
Negotiation & Representation in real estates related transactions
Structuring the deals and preparation of documents
Investigation of ownership, legal regime and possible burdens on real estates
(complete due diligence)

Tax planning and other consultations regarding property acquisition,
management and disposition

Assisting private and corporate investors, already owing properties in
Bulgarian resorts in their relations with developers, management and maintenance
providers
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Supporting and structuring the management and intra-community relations in
condominium properties in compliance with the applicable legislation




Real Estate and Construction

Incorporation of all kind of businesses in Bulgaria forms a part of our day-to-day work
and experience:







Incorporation of Bulgarian companies in accordance with the Bulgarian Law
on Commerce
Registration of branches and representative offices of foreign companies
Representation before all relevant Bulgarian authorities (Registry Agency,
National Revenue Agency, Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry etc.).
Shareholders’ Agreements and resolution of corporate disputes
Drafting management contracts
Joint ventures

Our support to business people is rendered on a continuous basis and our clients can
rely on our substantial expertise and personal attention in:

Business transactions
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Legal due diligence, negotiations, drafting and preparation of legal
documentation

On-going legal service related to the legal structure of the entities mentioned
above

Commercial disputes and competition issues

Corporate and Commercial Law

Our expertise covers a wide scope of professional contracts ensuring the protection of
the interests of our clients and avoiding potential exposure in transactions, such as:






Purchasing and supply of goods and services
Rental and leasing contracts
Commercial representation and agency
Franchise and licenses
Insurances
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Contract Law

As still not much business is done without employment, we are ready to provide our
advice on all important aspects both the flexible modern business and the valuable
employee may face, such as:






individual and collective employment agreements
labour litigation
health & safety issues and compliance advice
unfair dismissal and unfair contract claims
advising on specific labour, employment and social security issues

Noting the growing importance of personal trans-border mobility, the Law Firm has
gained particular experience in the following activities concerning Immigration &
Residence matters:

Employment and residence permits to foreign nationals planning to work in
Bulgaria
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Acquisition of Bulgarian citizenship and Bulgarian Residence

Representation before the Bulgarian authorities

Resolving labour-related issues and business-related issues of foreign nationals
and the protection of their investment in Bulgaria

Review of enforcement of European arrest orders in Bulgaria

Labour and Immigration Law

We are fully aware of the sometimes quite annoying importance of administrative
activities and services for the day-to-day life of both natural and legal persons and are
therefore ready to provide our representation and assistance in:







Resolving administrative proceeding problems related to the services of the
administrative authorities
Administrative and Court appeals against all acts of the administration
Drafting the documents necessary for the initiation of administrative
procedures and court actions
Advising on License, Permit & Authorization regimes
Advice and appeals against administrative penalties
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Administrative and Public Law

Growing value of healthcare in modern life has had its imminent impact on the related
regulatory regimes and administrative procedures with their constantly increasing
complexity and public importance.
We are aiming at the provision of solution oriented and business efficient advice and
assistance on:
Market authorizations and pricing regulations proceedings and problems
Representation before the competent public bodies
Market access consultancy for building your positioning strategy and ensuring
access to patients. Support in local negotiation procedures with healthcare
stakeholders.
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IP, competition and consumer protection aspects and specifics of the business
with pharmaceutical products




Healthcare Regulatory Compliance

In an increasingly consuming global society, no business should disregard the
protection of its consumers’ interests. Acknowledging the importance of consumer
protection, our team is not only supporting the enforcement of consumers’ rights and
corporate compliance, but is also contributing to the improvement of the legal
environment in this regard. In particular, partners of the office are regularly taking part
in the ongoing training and education of the experts at the Commission for Consumer
Protection in the field of alternative dispute resolution, as well as in establishing out-ofcourt settlement and resolution supporting mechanisms.
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Consumer Protection

Our legal team is well experienced in litigation cases. Although an agreement is always
better than a legal action, unfortunately our appreciation is that debtors in Bulgaria are
reluctant to perform their duties, unless threatened with legal enforcement of their
debts. The scope of our services includes the advice and assistance you may need with
regard to:

Representation in litigation proceedings before all instances of the Bulgarian Courts as









well as in arbitrations before the Arbitration institutes
Evaluation of possible legal risks from potential litigations related to specific legal
disputes
Assistance in achieving out-of-court settlement of legal disputes
Legal representation and support in the course of debt collection
Analysis of established legal practices in view of a timely and clear definition of the
relations of our clients with their business partners in order to avoid the risks of an unfavorable
development of potential conflicts and litigations
Security measures against the assets of the debtor
Representation in compulsory execution cases
Initiation of and representation in insolvency proceedings either against local debtors or
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when seeking protection from the creditors
Mediation and other forms of alternative dispute resolution

We are proud that partners at our Law Firm are among the founders of Bulgarian
Professional Mediators Association and are regularly taking part in the education of the
new mediators.

Litigation, Bankruptcy and Alternative Dispute Resolution

OUR TEAM

Georgi Kalinov graduated cum laude from the Law Faculty of Sofia University, in 1999.
He is Attorney at law at Sofia Bar Association since 2003.
He has graduated from T.M.C. Asser Instituut, The Hague, International Trade and Business Law and European
Community Law in 2000 and from the University of Cambridge, Board of Continuing Education; Faculty of Law;
Center for European Legal Studies, English and EU Law.
Georgi has a practical experience as a legal advisor at Bulgarian Privatization Agency in the period of 2000-2001.
In the period of 2001 – 2003 he started as an editor in Balkan News Corporation.
In the period of 2003 – 2005 he gained experience as Associate at Borislav Boyanov & Co. Attorneys at Law.
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Georgi Kalinov has a strong expertise in consulting on Corporate and Commercial law; IP; Competition, Real
Estates; Litigation, EU Law.
Certified Patents, Trademarks and Industrial Design Attorney licensed by the Bulgarian Patent Office.
Languages: English, German, Spanish and Russian

GEORGI KALINOV

Eliza Nikolova has Master degree in Law, Master degree in Economics and Master degree
in psychology and she is Attorney at law at Sofia Bar Association since 1999.
She has also Post-graduate qualification from International Development Law Institute
(IDLI, Rome, Italy-1998), Academy of American and International Law (Texas-1999), Duke University and
Geneva University, (Geneva-2001), Southwestern Legal Foundation, Dallas, USA and from Agency for
International Development of the Government of the United States; USA and MidwestAcademy, Chicago.
In the period of 1991-1996 Eliza Nikolova has been Chief Financial Director at Bulgarian Association for Fair
Elections and Civil Rights and before joining the biggest privatization fund she was a Judicial Associate at Sofia
City Court for one year.
In the period of 1998-2005 Eliza Nikolova has been Legal Advisor in “Doverie United Holding" – the biggest
privatization fund in Bulgaria.
She is experienced with public companies listed on the Bulgarian stock exchange, participation in negotiations
and completion of transactions with foreign companies and institutions, such as the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, International Finance Corporation, Holderbank, Mr.Bricolage, National Bank
of Greece.
Eliza Nikolova is a Certified Mediator, member of the Mediation Center at the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Chairperson of the Professional Association of Mediators and Executive Director of the
International organization of law development.
Eliza is a lecturer both in Bulgaria and Kazakhstan in negotiations, mediation, mediation techniques,
communication and roles and responsibilities.
She has been nominated for lawyer of the year in 2005.
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ELIZA NIKOLOVA

Graduated with Master degree at the Faculty of Law of Sofia University, in 2005
Attorney at law at Sofia Bar Association since 2006
Certified Mediator since 2015
Expertise in consulting on Corporate and Commercial law; Real Estates; Civil and
Family Law, Litigation, Alternative Dispute Resolution.
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VASIL TANKOV

Graduated with Master degree at the Faculty of Law of Sofia University, in 2010
Attorney at law at Sofia Bar Association since 2013
Certified Mediator since 2015
Expertise in consulting on Corporate and Commercial law; Intellectual Property, Real
Estates;
Civil and Family Law, Litigation, Alternative Dispute Resolution.
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DIMITAR TARPANOV

Maria Dimitrova has Master degree in Organic Chemical Technologies from University of Chemical Technologies
and Metallurgy in Sofia. She has also a forthcoming graduation in Master of Law.
Maria worked several years with the Department of Biotechnology for collecting data in analysis of tumor tissues
with infrared spectroscopy.
Her main carrier path is working for several multinational pharmaceutical companies through their
representative offices in Bulgaria in the scope of clinical trials, regulatory affairs, business development, market
access and public affairs.
Last four yeas and a half she was Market Access & Public Affairs Head in Novartis dealing with access to
innovation for Bulgarian patients, healthcare stakeholders’ engagement, pricing processes, negotiations with
payers and all relevant regulatory procedures in the pharmaceutical field.
She has her strong expertise and interest in pharmaceutical regulations and administrative proceedings.
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MARIA DIMITROVA

Office :
5, Damian Gruev Str., Fl. 1
Sofia 1606, Bulgaria
Tel. / fax: + 359 2 943 40 45
E-mail: sofia@nknlaw.com

www.nknlaw.com

